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SUBJ :FOREIGN MINISTER SPEAKS ON SOUTH AFRICA'S 
RELATIONS WITH AFRICA AND WESTERN EUROPE 

1. DURING DEBATE IN PARLIAMENT APRIL 24 ON APPROPRIATION FOR 
DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFEAIRS.EOREIGN MINISTER HILGARD MULLER 
PLACED EMPHASIS ON WHAT HE TERMED WAS SUCCESS OF SOUTH AFRICA’S 
CONTACTS WITH REST OF BLACK AFRICA. HE NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT 
MANY DIFFICULTIES STILL FACE SOUTH AFRICA'S PEACE OFFENSIVE'. 
REFERRING TO OAU FM MEETING IN DAR, HE SAID THAT IT HAD SOME 
POSITIVE ASPECTS DESPITE DISAPPOINTMENT FOR SOUTH AFRICA. HE 

SAID THERE WAS A CONSENSUS AT THAT MEETING THAT 'THE DOOR SHOULD 
NOT BE CLOSED TO PEACEFUL SOLUTION,' OF SOUTHERN AFRICA PROBLEM. 

2. AFTER LAUDING FOREIGN RELATIONS EFFORTS OF PRIME 
MINISTER VORSTER, MULLER PLEADED FOR PARLIAMENTARY 
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS. HE SAID THAT OPPOSITION SHOULD BE EXERCISING 
RESPONSIBILITY AND NOT DO OR SAY THINGS WHICH COULD DISRUPT 
PROGRESS OF PEACE OFFENSIVE. ((IMMEDIATELY AFTER MULLER 
SPOKE, OPPOSITION UNITED PARTY'S FOREIGN AFFAIRS SPOKESMAN, 

JAPIE BASSON,CRITICISED PRIME MINISTER FOR HAVING ATTACKED 
LESOTHO IN HIS RECENT SPEECH. BASSON ALSO SAID GOVERNMENT 
SHOULD MAKE KNOWN ITS INTENTIONS REGARDING SOUTH WEST AFRICA.) 

3. MULLER CLAIMED THAT IN WESTERN EUROPE THERE HAD BEEN 

A REDUCTION IN THE ATTACKS' ON SOUTH AFRICA. FACTORS WHICH 
HAD LED TO BETTER RELATIONS,HE SAID, WERE INCREASED 
DESIRE OF EUROPEANS TO TRADE WITH SOUTH AFRICA('A TRADE 
OFFENSIVE'),POLITICAL STABILITY IN SOUTH AFRICA, SOUTH 
AFRICA'S STRATEGIC POSITION ON TIP OF SOUTHERN AFRICA, ITS 
MINERAL WEALTH,RECOGNITION OF SOUTH AFRICA'S 'PEACE 
OFFENSIVE' IN AFRICA, APPRECIATION OF SAG'S 'EFFORTS TOWARD 
HUMAN DIGNITY' IN SOUTH AFRICA, GROWING STRENGTH OF COMMUNISM 
IN WORLD, AND REACTION AGAINST UNITED NATIONS' IRRESPONSIBLE 
ACTIONS AGAINST SOUTH AFRICA. 

4. COMMENT: MULLER'S SPEECH CONTAINED LITTLE OF INTEREST 
EXCEPT, PERHAPS, SAG'S APPARENTLY SELF-SATISFIED VIEW OF 
ITS RELATIONS WITH WESTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES. 
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